
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Rev Tom 
 
In the time of Jesus, the known world was ruled by the heartless and corrupt military machine called 

Rome.  Jesus own nation of Judah was occupied by the Romans, and much of the official leadership had 

become puppets to the Emperor.  The local leaders, having become so powerless, vested all their 

remaining authority protecting what control they had, and feathering their own nest.  The wealthy were 

being taxed by the Romans, so to avoid taxes they indebted landowners and then bought their properties 

to hide their wealth – presumably there was no such thing as property tax back then.   

While the mechanisms are different the human traits and motivations within such a failing system look 

very much what we are seeing in many western countries today.  We look with aghast as we the watch the 

modern-day Nero of the United States.  The political class seem only interested in securing their own 

careers in their obeisance to the heartless financial system, and the masters of that system (and often the 

noxious industries that are part of that system).  In the mix of this dangerous stew is the blight of 

racism.  In Judah one of the targets were the Samaritans.  In America it is the Afro-Americans.  In Australia 

it is our own indigenous population.  While Australia is fortunate to avoid the worst of the symptoms of all 

this, what we are witnessing in America provide us sharp warning.  Further, as Christians Jesus models our 

response.  Our leaders like to distract us by blaming; blaming refugees, blaming immigrants, blaming China, 

blaming the unemployed, blaming the other side of politics, and unions.  This is called scapegoating, and 

Donald Trump is the protagonist making it an art form.  Jesus on the other hand does the complete 

opposite.  All the people the Jews might like to blame for their sufferings, the Samaritan, the tax collector, 

and the leper, Jesus welcomes them, invites them to give expression to their best self.  He invites them to 

become an active and positive member and participant in the community.  The community into which he 

invites them into, and us, is the Kingdom of God.  We have learned that this has both physical and spiritual 

characteristics.  

God’s rule works out in the world in any political system, as it values every human being.  God’s kingdom 

also works on the inside of us as we realise the greater dimensions of the heart, expressing faith, hope, and 

love.  Let us increase our consciousness of God’s kingdom as we seek to realise it in our hearts, and in our 

communities. 
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National Reconciliation Week 

Walking Together with Truth 

In all your ways acknowledge Him and He shall direct your path. 

- Proverbs 3:6  

Sixty-five years ago I heard for the very first time a Gospel that spoke deep into my heart. As a young fellow 

I responded to that message and have continued to place that verse of scripture as priority number one in my 

life. My experience over all those years was one that recognised the presence of the Creator Spirit God as 

the one who started to shape my life, as well as realising that if I was prepared to let go and let God direct 

my life then that would be the key to a successful life. I thank God for His promises like ‘I will never leave 

you nor forsake you’. 

I’ve always said that this nation would never reach its fullest potential until such times that we came to 

terms with and own our history and know the truth. I’m confident that if we continue to journey together as 

we are presently doing then we will start to have true reconciliation. 

My Blessing 

May the God of creation warm your heart like the campfires of old 

Bring wisdom and peace as shown to the first peoples of this land 

Shake off the dust from the desert plains by the refreshing rains 

Followed by the glow and warmth of the sun 

Let the light of God show us the right path and stand tall like the big 

River gums drawing life from the ever flowing waters. 

From Uncle Vince Ross (who was was born at Balranald NSW on the banks of the Murrumbidgee river 

and his clan group is the Madi-Madi people. He has had extensive experience in various workplaces and 
ministries, including twenty years with the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress as State 
Director during which time he established Narana Creations in Geelong.  Uncle Vince has also been the 
Chairperson of The Salvation Army National Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Reference Group. Uncle 
Vince was awarded National NAIDOC Elder of the Year in 2006. 

 

Offering Envelopes 
 
New offering envelopes have arrived. If you would like a set, they are available at Charlestown or 
you can email the office or phone on Wednesday morning and we will get some to you. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contributions to Contact 

If you have anything at all that you would like to contribute to the weekly Contact, 
then please email or phone me and I will be very happy to include it, just get it to me 

by 

11am Wednesday 10 June 2020 

To 4943 4019 or office@charlestown.unitingchurch.org.au 
 



Update from Steering Committee 
3 June 2020 

Talks are continuing with Uniting.  We have looked at the proposed spaces we would occupy on the site, 
and provided feedback.  We are still looking at a “high level”, which doesn’t take the finer details into 
account.  We had a few suggestions which Uniting will incorporate before our next update tomorrow 
(Thursday 4 June). 

While there has been satisfactory progress in discussions about space, there are a couple of areas where 
conversations have been more challenging.  We have been pressing for a Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU) between CHaGS and Uniting, in order to clarify our shared purposes, and guarantee an imprimatur 
to implement the mission of the church at the Uniting village.  This initial MOU would not be a 
commitment to occupy the site.  Even though we have supplied a draft MOU, there has been little progress 
towards a written agreement.  We have indicated to the Head of Uniting Church Engagement that an MOU 
is essential for the continuation of our conversation. 

The other area regards finances.  As you are aware, Uniting have verbalized many times that CHaGS would 
not be required to provide capital to occupy space onsite.  However, we don’t have this in writing, and in 
recent conversations, we have reason to doubt that this is the case.  We are seeking clear information 
regarding any upfront financial obligation, and an indication of our ongoing financial commitment. 

Prayer points 
Please prayer for the meeting on 4 June, that we may be able to reach an agreement about an MOU, 
written clarification about the financial obligation of our move to the Uniting site, and that we remain open 
to the leading of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Covid-19 Update 
3 June 2020 

Dear Friends 

You will have heard in the media that in NSW Places of Worship are now permitted to welcome a 
maximum of 50 people, in line with social distancing and one person per 4 square metres of space.  The 
NSW Government and Synod have released extensive information and requirements for us to consider in 
order to provide a safe environment for all those who enter our buildings.   

The Church Council will be meeting tonight to discern how God is calling us to love and serve each other 
and the community as we make our first steps into a Covid-19 world.  There is much to consider, 
particularly since so many of those who enter our buildings are in the vulnerable age group.   

I don’t know yet what the life of our congregation will look like in the weeks and months ahead.  I know it 
won’t look like it did just a few months ago.  What I do know, is that we will still connect in some way to 
encourage and support each other.  What I do know, is that there will still be opportunities for us to be 
challenged to pray and grow spiritually.  What I do know, is that there will be a call for us to be the body of 
Christ in our communities, and that we will respond.   

I ask for your patience as we determine a way forward.  There is much prayer and decision making to be 
done.  We will communicate with you along the way, but if you have any questions or concerns in the 
meantime, please speak with Rev Tom, myself or your Elder.    

Please pray for wisdom for the Church Council, and also for the congregation as we let go of how “church” 
used to look and follow God’s call into the next part of our journey as the people of Christ.   

Blessing from 

Anne Threlfo 
Church Council Chairperson 
Ph: 4953 1300    Mob: 0439 754 376 

 



The following Quiz was very kindly forwarded from Enid Hancock – 
 

Parts of the Body 
Can you figure out the body part from the clue? Answers next week 
 
1, Tug boats do this 
2, Miniature General 
3, Joins wood together 
4, Loser to the tortoise 
5, Two students 
6, Prepare for war 
7, Place of worship 
8, A large box 
9, Measurers 
10, A number of negatives 
11, A part of a River 
12, To do with the sea 
13, Humourous calcium callus 
14, Prefix to hooray 
15, Top master 
16, An accusing pointer 
17, Saucy speech 
18, Something to cry on 
19, Porcupines have more than one 
20, Add a “P” to a great singers name 
21, Character in the Mid-Summers Night Dream 
22, Pumping Station 
23, A Marionette Pig 
24, Producer of veal 
25, Bearer of coconuts 
 

Cryptic Bible Fun - Answers from last week 
 

1. Ruled by the Caesars    -  Romans 

2. A king who sponsored a revision of the Bible  -  James                         

3. What a person wants when he is unemployed?  - Job                                  

4.  What a person does when he is in a play?  -  Acts                                             

5. What a man makes when he can't write his name?  -  Mark 

6. Which Bible Book title means “wise sayings”?  -  Proverbs 

7. What mathematicians use?  -   Numbers 

8. A type of hay  - Timothy 

9. Written events  -  Chronicles 

10. A Bible book, and a name for those who preside over Courts  -  Judges 

11. Slang for a man who brings bad luck  -  Jude 

12. A surprising insight  -  Revelations 

13. Some of the people who live in Jerusalem  -  Hebrews                                                                                                                                                                                                          



        
                 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Some of our Church Contacts: 
 
Minister  
Rev Tom Stuart   
P: 4943 0222  
E: tom@thestuarts.id.au  
 

Children & Families Resource Worker:   
Mrs Cathy Beeton      
P:  0409 445 933      
E:  Cath4858@gmail.com 
Mrs Cathy Beeton is also our Safe Church Contact Person 

  

Administration:    
P: 4943 4019    
E: office@charlestown.unitingchurch.org.au 
24 Milson Street, Charlestown NSW 2290 
PO Box 449, Charlestown NSW  2290 

  

Bank Account Details for the Charlestown Garden Suburb Multi-Centre 
Congregation:   
Bank Account held with:  Uniting Financial Services 
Account Name:  Charlestown Congregation General Account 
BSB:  634 634     Account No.:  100030837 
For Offering please put Ref:  Offering 
  

Keep up to date with happenings and info: 
Webpage:  http://www.chagsuca.org.au 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/CharlestownUnitingChurch 
Project Reconnect: http://www.projectreconnect.com.au 

  

 
 
* Renewal in our congregation 

* SRE teachers  
* Rev Tom, Kathy & Family 
* Our Children & Family Worker, Cathy 
* Our Church Council 
* The Steering Committee 
* Parents at Whitebridge Play Centre 
* Messy Church 
* Project Reconnect 
* Wilfreda’s Orphanage Kenya 
* Watoto Child Care, Uganda 
* Victims of floods, bushfire, damage and droughts 
* Refugees on Nauru 

 Catherine              

 Shirley                   

 Nita                       

 The bereaved 

* All those who are unwell 
Prayer points maintained by Enid Power 
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