
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From Rev Tom 

 

You might have watched on TV how around the globe, attention is directed toward historic statues, with 

some being defaced, others removed, one notably dropped into the sea.  We all have our reactions to 

these things and our reactions quite probably vary according to the statue, what we know about it, and its 

history and our views about that history.  Or perhaps you react to the methods of removal.  Sometimes it is 

by a leader’s decree, or a majority vote, or by a protest group.  I thought I would add my thoughts to the 

matter.  In more recent times I have become less concerned about what is actually happening out there in 

the world and more concerned about our reaction.  After all, it is the reaction of all the individuals that 

results in the behaviors, we see.  As I have observed these recent times, most of the time we project a 

particular point of view onto the issue.  And mostly, that point of view is both misinformed and biased.  It is 

true for all of us.  It is interesting at the moment the defence of the Captain Cook statues by our political 

leaders.  At the same time, they are right now giving approval to the destruction of small vestiges of the 

record of the indigenous people on this land.  A record that goes back some 60,000 years.  Permission is 

being given to archaeological sites to be destroyed by mining companies.  The sites are known, 

documented.  There is no mistake.  You might agree with this!  Even if you do, it is because of your sense of 

priorities.  Your bias!  In this message I am not judging yours, or anyone’s view.  I am simply pointing out 

that view is not a reality, it is a viewpoint, a perspective, and has a bias.  Why was it that statues were not 

treated with such disdain even months ago?  Simply because people were not preoccupied with this issue.  

Now, I gather, some people can’t get their mind off it.  Imagine the subject being raised at the hairdressers, 

the social justice rallies.  Then we all get defended.  Some walk around horrified that the US or Australia 

have these statues, and think it is a sign the world is coming to an end.  Others decided that the people 

wanting the removal of the statues, legally or not, are the essence of evil.  It is close to reality (I don’t 

pretend to actually have a grip on reality) Captain Cook’s initiative resulted in some of the most heinous 

acts on another human race.  It is almost unbearable to read.  One image I can never get out my head is 

recorded of burying (I presume in sand) a group of Aboriginals exposing their heads, and then riding their 

horses over them until they were all dead.  However, at the same time, for all its dark characteristics, 

including ongoing injustices to the indigenous, Captain Cook also was the beginning of a wonderful nation.  

What happens when you realise that much of your reaction is more about you and your attitudes rather 

than the full reality?  What does it mean to hold all the evidence and not only part of it? (And even then, 

we don’t know all the evidence).  In truth, every newspaper article, TV news, involves someone projecting 

a perspective.  They can’t help it.  But as Christians we are invited to seek truth, peace, and justice.  It 
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seems at the very least, that means, first not reacting, not judging, and acknowledging the brokenness of 

all humanity, and working with grace and love, toward a better world (even when it doesn’t seem to make 

a difference!  That is just our perception too!). 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Uniting World 

Friends, the message from Uniting World is that we as Christians were made for times like this when we 

can respond with love to conquer the fear and poverty and assist our partners in the fight against Covid-19. 

The end of financial year fundraiser is the most important way we can access government support. 

Every $1 donated before 30 June generates $5 in support and donations of $2 or more are tax deductible 

in Australia. 

Go to http://fundraise.unitingworld.org.au/actnow  to donate or check out stories and details. 

 

Offering Envelopes 

New offering envelopes have arrived. If you would like a set, they are available at Charlestown or 
you can email the office or phone on Wednesday morning and we will get some to you. 
 
 
 
Insights Magazine 
 

Also, Insights magazines have arrived for the Winter edition, if you would like a copy, please 
organize with me via the phone or email and I can leave some copies out the front for you to 
collect on a Wednesday, or I can organize to drop a copy in to you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A seed of kindness goes 
                              further than you think! 

 



The following Quiz was very kindly forwarded from Enid Hancock – 

Local Suburbs (my apologies, I forgot to put the heading in last week, so have a go, I have put 
the answers down further. 

1. Hair Colour      
2. Wide field     14. A pale aquatic crossing 
3. Heavy baby sheep    15. Must be sharp 
4. Town named after a prince  16. Strong stream 
5. Place where friends meet   17. Heavy undershirt 
6. Birds on the water    18. Hot spice twice 
7. Two boys names    19. Type of movie 
8. Happy climate     20. Lake bird 
9. A breezy field     21. Part of a candle + part of a meat 
10. Town of the first man   22. Part of a building + the finish 
11. Hill where chefs meet   23. A side of value 
12. 14th February    24. Beaches entrance 
13. A paddock of the 5th month  25. Bearer of coconuts 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

                 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
* Renewal in our congregation 

* SRE teachers  
* Rev Tom, Kathy & Family 
* Our Children & Family Worker, Cathy 
* Our Church Council 
* The Steering Committee 
* Parents at Whitebridge Play Centre 
* Messy Church 
* Project Reconnect 
* Wilfreda’s Orphanage Kenya 
* Watoto Child Care, Uganda 
* Victims of floods, bushfire, damage and droughts 
* Refugees on Nauru 
♦ Jay O’Reilly and Family 
♦ Elaine Moran 
♦ Catherine              

♦ Shirley                   

♦ Nita                     

♦ The bereaved 
* All those who are unwell 

Prayer points maintained by Enid Power 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suburbs Answers 

1, Redhead     18, Kurri Kurri 

2, Broadmeadow    19, Weston 

3, Lambton     20, Pelican 

4, Charlestown     21, Wickham 

5, Maitland     22, Wallsend 

6, Swansea     23, Edgeworth 

7, Glendale     24, Sandgate 

8, Merewether    25, Palmsdale 

9, Windale 

10, Adamstown 

11, Cooks Hill 

12, Valentine 

13, Mayfield 

14, Whitebridge 

15, Speers Point 

16, Muswellbrook 

17, Singleton 

Some of our Church Contacts: 
 
Minister  
Rev Tom Stuart   
P: 4943 0222  
E: tom@thestuarts.id.au  
 

Children & Families Resource Worker:   
Mrs Cathy Beeton      
P:  0409 445 933      
E:  Cath4858@gmail.com 
Mrs Cathy Beeton is also our Safe Church Contact Person 
  

Administration:    
P: 4943 4019    
E: office@charlestown.unitingchurch.org.au 
24 Milson Street, Charlestown NSW 2290 
PO Box 449, Charlestown NSW  2290 
  

Bank Account Details for the Charlestown Garden Suburb Multi-Centre 
Congregation:   
Bank Account held with:  Uniting Financial Services 
Account Name:  Charlestown Congregation General Account 
BSB:  634 634     Account No.:  100030837 
For Offering please put Ref:  Offering 
  

Keep up to date with happenings and info: 
Webpage:  http://www.chagsuca.org.au 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/CharlestownUnitingChurch 
Project Reconnect: http://www.projectreconnect.com.au 
  


