
Some of our Church Contacts:  
 
Minister  
Rev Tom Stuart  
P: 4943 0222  
E: tom@thestuarts.id.au 
 
  
Children & Families Resource Worker:  
Mrs Cathy Beeton  
P: 0409 445 933  
E: Cath4858@gmail.com  
Mrs Cathy Beeton is also our Safe Church Contact Person  
 
 
Administration:  
P: 4943 4019  
E: office@charlestown.unitingchurch.org.au  
24 Milson Street, Charlestown NSW 2290  
PO Box 449, Charlestown NSW 2290  
 
 
Bank Account Details for the Charlestown Garden Suburb 
Multi-Centre Congregation:  
Bank Account held with: Uniting Financial Services  
Account Name: Charlestown Congregation General Account  
BSB: 634 634 Account No.: 100030837  
For Offering please put Ref: Offering  
 
 
Keep up to date with happenings and info:  
Webpage: http://www.chagsuca.org.au  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/CharlestownUnitingChurch  
Project Reconnect: http://www.projectreconnect.com.au  
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Charlestown & Garden Suburb Uniting Church Multi-

Centre Congregation 

5 July, 2020 

 

From Tom 
 
Many of the people attending worship in our congregation are in the high-

risk zone.  Further, we are conscious that, as appears to be happening to 

some degree in Victoria, on any day we all could be called back to lock-

down.  So, as we develop what it is to be church in this strange world of 

pandemic we thought we would create as best we can a bomb proof plan. 

 That bomb proof plan was to start gathering again, by using computers and 

video conferencing.  To try to achieve as many as possible joining via this 

much talked about Zoom means that no matter what happens a basic op-

portunity to gather will not be disrupted.  Even if more stringent isolation 

rules come back in force, we can continue to meet.  Of course, there are 

other issues, like many people are not set up to use Zoom.  Well, we also 

have a plan that anyone who wishes to connect via Zoom will get help from 

a volunteer.  We have now begun having “Worship Reflection Gatherings”.  

It was with great excitement to see Nita Thomas line up with her laptop on 

Sunday.  We actually had some technical problems but nothing seems to 

phase Nita.  She is quite remarkable!!  Anyway, the other obstacle, apart 

from getting the technology working is that we have the “Worship Reflection 

Gatherings” at 11am Sunday morning.  I have discovered we have some 

serious competition about that time!  “Songs of Praise” on TV.   (Cont. over) 



Well, I concede defeat on that score.   

So, I have decided, after discussion with the church council, to organise 

another Zoom “Worship Reflection Gathering” on Monday’s at 3.30pm. 

They last just one hour, and as Cathy Beeton intoned, “and still be ready 

for our evening meal!”  We will put links for both the Sunday and Monday 

session with the email, or DVD, in case you would like to join.  If you 

need help please contact someone.  I must say though.  I can see 

people are enjoying the freedoms of worship online.  I fear it will be like 

corralling cats trying to convince people to commit to particular 

schedules and places beyond this point.  We live in strange times! 

    

 
 

 Lectionary Readings 

 

5 July 

Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49, 58-67 
Psalm 45:10-17 or Song of  
    Solomon 2:8-13 
Romans 7:15-25a 
Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30 
 

12 July 

Genesis 25:19-34 
Psalm 119:105-112 
Romans 8:1-11 
Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 
 

19 July 

Genesis 28:10-19a 
Psalm 139:1-12, 23-24 
Romans 8:12-25 
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 
 
26 July 
Genesis 29:15-28 
Psalm 105:1-11, 45b or Psalm 128 
Romans 8:26-39 
Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

For their financial support in the publica�on of 

the newsle�er we thank 

James Murray Funeral Directors 

02 4961 1435 



 

Prayer Points 

 

* Renewal in our congregation 

* SRE teachers  

* Rev Tom, Kathy & Family 

* Our Children & Family Worker, Cathy 

* Our Church Council 

* The Steering Committee 

* Parents at Whitebridge Play Centre 

* Messy Church 

* Project Reconnect 

* Wilfreda’s Orphanage Kenya 

* Watoto Child Care, Uganda 

* Victims of floods, bushfire, damage and droughts 

* Refugees on Nauru 

• Jay O’Reilly and Family 

• Elaine Moran 

• Catherine              

• Shirley                   

• Nita                       

• The bereaved 

 
• All those who are unwell 
 

Prayer points maintained by Enid Power 

 

 

Church Council News 

1 July 2020 
The Church Council continue to meet monthly on Zoom, plus a few extra 
meetings to consider particular issues.  Here are a few of the things we 
have been discussing: 

Reopening buildings to our Hirers 
The Church Council and Property Committees are working towards al-
lowing Hirers back into our buildings.  This includes preparing a risk as-
sessment for the buildings, and guidelines for the Hirers, as well as put-
ting up signs, reorganising furniture, and organising cleaning supplies.  
We are also required to collect the name and contact details of every per-
son, every time they enter a building.   

Discussions with Uniting 
Uniting is undergoing a restructure due to market and financial pres-
sures, arising from a number of factors, including two Royal Commis-
sions (Aged Care and Disability), and the Covid-19 pandemic.  In order to 
ensure the sustainability of their services, there are a number of cutbacks 
with about 50 people losing their jobs in coming months.  

Into this situation, CHaGS sent a letter to the CEO of Uniting on 12 June.  
The purpose was to express our concerns about the lack of clarity 
around our shared mission on the Uniting site, the lack of a guarantee of 
a written agreement to implement the mission of the church at the Uniting 
village, and the increasing impression that we are simply a customer of 
Uniting rather than a partner.  In other words, the conversation with Unit-
ing has moved in a direction which is at odds with the original vision.  

We also stated that we would prefer to defer entering the site with struc-
tures purposefully included for CHaGS, until Stage 3 of the development, 
which will be several years away.  This will allow us to develop a working 
relationship with Uniting at the site before we physically cohabitate.   

We have had a reply from Uniting which emphasises the challenges they 
face, and affirms their commitment to work with us in ways which are mu-
tually beneficial, and most importantly, supports the people living in the 
new village community.  We will be meeting with Uniting tomorrow, 2 Ju-
ly; a meeting which will include some new faces, so we hope this and 
following conversations will move us in a different direction.   

Please keep this meeting and our ongoing conversation with Uniting in 
your prayers.  God continues to prepare us to be the People of God in 
our community in the future.  We keep carrying the hope that has been 



planted within us! 

Worship Reflection Groups 
See Tom’s column for more information about our Zoom small groups 
gathering.  There are people in the congregation who have offered to 
help you with the technology.  Please contact Julie Fenwick if you would 
like some assistance. It was great on Sunday to connect with some 
members of the congregation I haven’t seen for a while. 
Our recorded worship services will continue for the time being.  Thanks 
to all our talent, both behind and in front of the screen.   
 
Pastoral matters 
If you, or someone you know, has only recently connected with our con-
gregation and doesn’t have a pastoral Elder, please let Tom, or myself 
know.  If you have any particular prayer points, we would also be pleased 
to hear from you.   

Now may God, the inspiration and fountain of hope, fill us to overflowing 
with uncontainable joy and perfect peace as we trust in him. And may the 
power of the Holy Spirit continually surround our lives with his super-
abundance until we radiate with hope! (Romans 15:13, The Passion 
translation) 

Blessing from  

Anne Threlfo  

Church Council Chairperson  

Ph: 4953 1300 Mob: 0439 754 376 

Contributions to Contact 

If you have anything at all that you would like to contribute 
to the weekly Contact, then please email or phone me and I 

will be very happy to include it, just get it to me by 

11am Wednesday 8 July 2020 

 

To 4943 4019 or office@charlestown.unitingchurch.org.au
   

Children & Family Worker’s Update 

 
School Holidays again already but sadly another holidays without our Holi-
day Kids Club. Emails have been sent out to all our families letting them 
know, as much as we would love to have our Holidays Kids Club we can’t 
but we are planning for an exciting Holiday Kids in September. I will be in 
touch with some of our regular Holiday Kid’s & Playcentre families over 
the holidays, hopefully catch up with a few & let them know we are here, 
we care & we pray for them all. 
 
I thought you may be interested to know that one of our Playcentre grand-
mothers, Ellen was awarded an OAM in the Queens Birthday Honour list. 
What an achievement, Playcentre organised a card of congratulations for 
Ellen & managed to get signatures from a number of playcentre families, 
to be sent to her.  
 
       Cathy Beeton 

. 


