
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
From Rev Tom 

 

Over past weeks we have initiated the “Worship Reflection Gatherings”.  

Two of those gatherings are via Zoom, and another is a physical 

gathering at the home of Robyn and Geoff Greaves.  In some of those 

gatherings, discussion has focused on how we increase our awareness of 

God’s goodness, grace, and love, during our day.  The pandemic has 

created a lot of extra stress.  We are having to renegotiate everything, 

rethink everything, even to how close we stand together, what we 

touch, and when we can go to our own church.  We can add to that 

stress that so little was known about Covid-19 at the beginning and what 

is determined as “safe practice” keeps on changing.  One of the things 

we are learning during this time is that it is precisely through times like 

this that we can grow, become stronger, experience the presence of 

God in new and particular ways.  However, for that to happen we also 

have to create opportunities for God to be present to us.  Part of our 

discussion in the gathering sessions is how reading the Bible helps with 

that.  I remember a woman telling the story of having a sewerage pipe 

getting blocked under her house.  It was cold and damp, and when she was trying to fix the pipe she broke 

it and the sewerage water flooded onto her.  Then a tiny thing happened.  But that tiny thing changed 

everything.  She remembered a verse from the Psalms.  I can’t remember what verse she said but I do 

remember it fitted her circumstance perfectly, almost humorously.  It changed her entire outlook in that 

otherwise unpleasant moment.  Now she remembers the whole experience fondly, and as a time God gave 

her comfort.  Of course, for God to meet her in that unpleasant place there was something she had to do 

first.  She had to have at least read that Psalm in the first place for it to come to mind.  It was suggested in 

the gathering group that we should remind people about “With Love to The World”.  It is a small magazine 

that has a scripture reading for everyday and a comment that goes with the reading.  I discovered when 

looking up about “With Love to The World” that you can now get a “Google App” for it.  So, you can go 

straight to your Android phone, or if you would like to get WLTW leave a message at the Church office, or 

let Julie Fenwick know.  You can also check out their website: http://www.withlovetotheworld.org.au/. The 

subscription is $24.00 a year. 
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Update	on	Conversations	with	Uniting	
A group from the Steering Committee met with Doug Taylor and others from Uniting in early July.  Doug is 

the Deputy Executive Director of Uniting NSW & ACT.  The outcome of this meeting was a proposal for the 

future terms of engagement between CHaGS and Uniting, which was summarised in a letter sent to us by 

Doug on 14 July. 

The Church Council met last week to provide feedback and confirm that these terms were in line with our 

understanding of the meeting.  The agreement we have confirmed covered three points: 

1. A commitment to work with Uniting to develop a shared vision for a congregational ministry in the new 

Charlestown community.  This will include leaders who will be eventually present on the site for the 

Retirement Village and Chaplaincy teams, and will begin with a meeting in late August or early 

September. 

2. Uniting’s initial invitation to our congregation included the provision of purpose-built space for the use 

of our congregation.  During the course of our conversations, it  became apparent that Uniting now 

wants the congregation to pay for the cost of any purpose-built presence on their site.  In the 

meantime, the holder of the original vision has retired, a Royal Commission on Aging has led to 

significant uncertainties for Uniting regarding changes and additional costs in the provision of aged 

care; and the pandemic has had a financial impact, particularly in Early Learning services. 

Our Steering Committee realised that purpose-built space is neither the focus, or a necessity for a 

congregational ministry in the development; it is the ministry which is our purpose.  We have agreed 

that this ministry will be conducted in shared community spaces which will be present in all stages of 

the development.  Uniting have indicated that there will be meeting rooms, art space, consultation 

rooms, café, chapel and other multi-purpose spaces. 

Even though we won’t be planning to move to the Uniting site in a physical sense, we will be working 

towards a ministry onsite which will be supportive and productive for Uniting, CHaGS, residents and 

the broader community.   

3. We have expressed again to Uniting a long-held desire for a formal partnership document.  We have 

asked that this be given priority, before conversations begin with the Retirement Village and 

Chaplaincy teams.  We see this as fundamental to provide a platform of mutual understanding, and a 

basis upon which we can build relationships, and provide some assurance that we do not find ourselves 

in a situation in several years where despite sincere efforts on both sides, we have no imprimatur to 

conduct a ministry on the site.   

 

Not moving to the Uniting site is an unexpected turn.  As we continue in this transformational journey 

there will be more surprises, and some discomfort along the way.  However, we are confident that we are 

held in the embrace of God’s abundance.  Our commitment is to be ready to let go of the things of the 

past, and embrace the God given opportunities of the future.  Please pray for God’s direction, and that we 

may be courageous in the following, as we continue to seek what it means to be the people of God in 

Charlestown, Garden Suburb, Whitebridge and beyond in the days, months and years ahead. 

 

Blessing from  

Anne Threlfo  

Church Council Chairperson  

Ph: 4953 1300         Mob: 0439 754 376 

 



From Cathy Beeton  

Playcentre has started well with both groups having a chance to come along, though last Tuesday was very 

wet & a few decided it was best to stay at home. 

 

It’s been great to catch up with our families again.  

 

Returning to Scripture classes again has been very rewarding, the children are very keen to catch up where 

we left off, I am surprised at just how much they have remembered after such a long break. Please keep 

our schools & students in your prayers as not all school have been able to return because of some teachers 

being in the vulnerable group.  

 

If you know of any families who would like to keep updated with SRE in schools please pass on my name & 

phone number onto them. 

 

Praying we all stay safe & well this coming week. 

 

Children and Families Resource Worker 

 

 

 

 

    THE  REFLECTION 

 

                  I’ve bought myself a mirror 

                       It’s as shiny as can be 

                   But I think I’ll have to take it back 

                        Because it isn’t showing me! 

 

                   That woman in the mirror 

                        Has got grey hair, she’s fat! 

                   She’s also getting on a bit, 

                        I’m pretty sure of that. 

 

                   She has lines beneath her eyes — 

                         I’ve checked and I can see 

                   That woman in the mirror 

                          Definitely isn’t me. 

 

                   So I’ll wrap it up again 

                          And change it for another; 

                   One that doesn’t make me look 

                          Like some body’s grandmother. 

              

                                                                                                — Mrs P. L. Weymouth. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Covid-19	Safety	Update	

Thank you to our property committees, who have prepared our buildings in line with our Covid-19 Safety 

plans, and everyone who has entered our buildings and been so careful to maintain Covid safe 

requirements.  The NSW Government has required us to register as a Covid Safe business, which we have 

done since we have met all the criteria. 

We also received a note from Synod to let us know that at least one congregation has had an unannounced 

visit from the police to check that they are following the guidelines, which thankfully, like us, they were.   

As I write this, it strikes me how much we have changed and adjusted in the uncertainties which have 

beset us this year.  Praise God that our congregation continues to be flexible and resilient! 

Anne Threlfo 

 
 
 

Finish these proverbs: 

 

 1. Where there's a will –  

2. There is more than one way – 

 3. Give him an inch –  

4. Seeing is –  

5. Never look a gift horse –  

6. Like Father –  

7. Love makes the – 

8. You can't tell a book –  

9. Beggars can't be –  

1o. A bird in the hand –  

11. Easier said –  

12. Tomorrow is –  

13. Time cures –  

14. Crime doesn't – 

15. A rolling stone –  

16. Everyman is his own –  

17. Experience is the best –  

18. Every dog has its –  

19. Nothing ventured –  

20. Cleanliness is next to –  

21. Curiosity killed – 2 

22, Rats desert –  

23. A mans home is –  

24. Laughter is the best –  

25. When in Rome –  

26. Beauty is only –  

27. Opportunity seldom –  

28. An apple a day –  

29. A friend in need –  

30. Love is - 

 

Answers next week! 

 

 



 
 

 
How To Plant Your Garden  

First, you come to the garden alone, while the dew is still on the roses.  

 

 
FOR THE GARDEN OF YOUR DAILY LIVING   

 

PLANT THREE ROWS OF PEAS :  

 
 

 

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF SQUASH:  

 
 

 

 

PLANT FOUR ROWS OF LETTUCE:  

 
  

 

NO GARDEN IS WITHOUT TURNIPS:  

 
 

 

TO CONCLUDE OUR GARDEN WE MUST HAVE THYME:  

 
1. Thyme for each other  

2. Thyme for family  

3. Thyme for friends 

    
WATER FREELY WITH PATIENCE AND CULTIVATE WITH LOVE.    

THERE IS MUCH FRUIT IN YOUR GARDEN BECAUSE YOU REAP WHAT YOU SOW.  

 

1. Peace of mind  

2. Peace of heart  

3. Peace of soul    

1. Squash gossip  

2. Squash indifference  

3. Squash grumbling  

4. Squash selfishness  

1. Lettuce be faithful  

2. Lettuce be kind  

3. Lettuce be patient  

4. Lettuce really love one another    

1. Turnip for meetings  

2. Turnip for service  

3. Turnip to help one another    
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Some of our Church Contacts: 
 
Minister  
Rev Tom Stuart   
P: 4943 0222  
E: tom@thestuarts.id.au  
 

Children & Families Resource Worker:   
Mrs Cathy Beeton      
P:  0409 445 933      
E:  Cath4858@gmail.com 
Mrs Cathy Beeton is also our Safe Church Contact Person 
  

Administration:    
P: 4943 4019    
E: office@charlestown.unitingchurch.org.au 
24 Milson Street, Charlestown NSW 2290 
PO Box 449, Charlestown NSW  2290 
  

Bank Account Details for the Charlestown Garden Suburb Multi-Centre 
Congregation:   
Bank Account held with:  Uniting Financial Services 
Account Name:  Charlestown Congregation General Account 
BSB:  634 634     Account No.:  100030837 
For Offering please put Ref:  Offering 
  

Keep up to date with happenings and info: 
Webpage:  http://www.chagsuca.org.au 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/CharlestownUnitingChurch 
Project Reconnect: http://www.projectreconnect.com.au 
  

 
* Renewal in our congregation 

* SRE teachers  
* Rev Tom, Kathy & Family 
* Our Children & Family Worker, Cathy 
* Our Church Council 
* The Steering Committee 
* Parents at Whitebridge Play Centre 
* Messy Church 
* Project Reconnect 
* Wilfreda’s Orphanage Kenya 
* Watoto Child Care, Uganda 
* Victims of floods, bushfire, damage and droughts 
* Refugees on Nauru 
♦ Jay O’Reilly and Family 
♦ Elaine Moran 
♦ Catherine              

♦ Shirley                   

♦ Nita                     

♦ The bereaved 
* All those who are unwell 

Prayer points maintained by Enid Power 

 

 


