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Minister  
Rev Tom Stuart  
P: 4943 0222  
E: tom@thestuarts.id.au 
 
  
Children & Families Resource Worker:  
Mrs Cathy Beeton  
P: 0409 445 933  
E: Cath4858@gmail.com  
Mrs Cathy Beeton is also our Safe Church Contact Person  
 
 
Administration:  
P: 4943 4019  
E: office@charlestown.unitingchurch.org.au  
24 Milson Street, Charlestown NSW 2290  
PO Box 449, Charlestown NSW 2290  
 
 
Bank Account Details for the Charlestown Garden Suburb 
Multi-Centre Congregation:  
Bank Account held with: Uniting Financial Services  
Account Name: Charlestown Congregation General Account  
BSB: 634 634 Account No.: 100030837  
For Offering please put Ref: Offering  
 
 
Keep up to date with happenings and info:  
Webpage: http://www.chagsuca.org.au  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/CharlestownUnitingChurch  
Project Reconnect: http://www.projectreconnect.com.au  
 
  
 

 CONTACTCONTACTCONTACTCONTACT    

Charlestown & Garden Suburb Uniting Church Multi-

Centre Congregation 

APRIL, 2020 

 

It is an interesting time to read global news, and the opinion articles that are 

a regular part of news media.  Though having said that I am quite sure that 

there is no such thing as objective news.  Whatever we read is subject to 

the perspectives of the author.  Our world is vastly too complex for anyone 

to observe without using pre-existing conscious, and unconscious, filters 

and organisational structures for ideas.   

When I read that the world is going to be a different place following Covid-

19 I realise the author states the obvious.  When I read how the post Covid-

19 world will look I realise I am reading of the optimism, or pessimism, the 

ideological leanings, and mostly limited perspectives of the author.  Proba-

bly at best I am discovering some tools for my own thinking to interpret my 

own day-to-day experience.   

One of the ideas I have picked up is that our planet, including us human be-

ings on the planet, are like one huge living organism.  That organism can be 

healthy and unhealthy.  An article I read recently pointed out how the failure 

of the United States in its response to this biological pathology is an indica-

tion of much of the pre-existing pathology of the political, and financial, or-

ganisation of the nation.  Further, that these external patterns of social or-

ganisation are an indication of the psychological (and I would include spiritu-

al) health of its citizens.  If we imagine the US as a single organism then the 

Coronavirus highlights a country chronically and acutely ill – physically, so-

cially, psychologically, and spiritually.  



What is God in all this?  How does God work?  I am realising is that the 

judgement of God is slow but it is sure.  There is no arbitrary intervention 

but an outworking of each of our lives according to the most individual 

precept of “love others as you love yourself”.  And the other is not just 

other humans, but all of creation.  As usual, all of what is happening 

around us is a call to prayer, including confession, a plea for forgiveness, 

and salvation, and for help to live with justice, mercy, and humility. 

 
Rev Tom  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The Barker family have donated this wonderful picnic table to our 
Garden Suburb Church in memory of their parents Bruce & Verlie.  We 

hope that when all the restrictions are lifted, we are able to share a 

moment or two with our Church family and friends at this table and the 

community are able to enjoy the space.   

Thank you Barker Family 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 
 

 Lectionary Readings 

 

5 April 
Liturgy of Palms 
Matthew 21:1-11 
Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 
Liturgy of the Passion 
Matthew 26:14-27:66 or 
Matthew 27:11-54 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 31:9-16 
Philippians 2:5-11 

12 April 
John 20:1-18 or Matthew 28:1-10 
Acts 10:34-43 or Jeremiah 31:1-6 
Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
Colossians 3:1-4 or Acts 10:34-43 

19 April 
John 20:19-31 
Acts 2:12a, 22-32 
Psalm 16 
1 Peter 1:3-9 

26 April 
Luke 24:13-35 
Acts 2:14a, 36-41 
Psalm 116:1-4, 12-19 
1 Peter 1:17-23 

Prayer Points 
 

* Renewal in our congregation 
* SRE teachers  
* Rev Tom, Kathy & Family 
* Our Children & Family Worker, Cathy 
* Our Church Council 
* The Steering Committee 
* Parents at Whitebridge Play Centre 
* Messy Church 
* Project Reconnect 
* Wilfreda’s Orphanage Kenya 
* Watoto Child Care, Uganda 
* Victims of floods, bushfire, damage 
and droughts 
* Refugees on Nauru 

♦ Catherine              

♦  Shirley                   

♦  Nita                       

♦  The bereaved 
* All those who are unwell 

Prayer points maintained by Enid Power 

For their financial support in the publica�on of 

the newsle�er we thank 

James Murray Funeral Directors 

02 4961 1435 



 

Contributions to Contact 

If you have anything at all that you would like to contribute to the 
weekly Contact, then please email or phone me and I will be very 

happy to include it, just get it to me by 

11am Wednesday 29 April 2020 

To 4943 4019 or office@charlestown.unitingchurch.org.au 

    

    

 
 

 
Thank you to the ‘anonymous’ Congregation member 

 who has redesigned the Contact.  I had been thinking it needed 
an update too.  Any comments regarding the new look would be 

gratefully accepted.   

 
In the rush to return to 
normal, use this time 

to consider which 
parts of normal are 

worth rushing back to. 
 

Dave Hollis 

 
Day 7 of SOCIAL Distancing:  
Struck up a conversation with 
a spider today.  Seems nice.  
He’s a web designer. 

 
After years of wanting to  
thoroughly clean my house but 
lacking the time, this week I  
discovered that wasn’t the  
reason. 

Update from Steering Commi�ee and Church CouncilUpdate from Steering Commi�ee and Church CouncilUpdate from Steering Commi�ee and Church CouncilUpdate from Steering Commi�ee and Church Council    

Since our Congrega�on mee�ng on 22 March, we are moving forward in building rela-

�onship with Uni�ng.  We have progressed in 2 areas: 

• Nego�a�ng a Memorandum of Understanding. 

• Communica�on of the vision and mission of CHaGS to Uni�ng, for the purpose of 

nego�a�ng the spaces we may require at the Charlestown site. 

1.  Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)1.  Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)1.  Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)1.  Memorandum of Understanding (MOU)    
• Warren Dixon has wri�en a dra- MOU, while liaising with Craig Corby, head of 

Church Engagement with Uni�ng. 

• The purpose of this ini�al MOU is: 

 - Clarify what both CHaGS and Uni�ng bring to a partnership.   

 - Clarify the current status of the project, and the commitment of CHaGS to  

    con�nue a move towards a partnership with Uni�ng on the Charlestown site.   

 - To state the responsibili�es and terms of our nego�a�ons.  This includes such 

    things as, responding promptly to ques�ons, providing regular updates to all 

    those involved, and ac�ng in a manner which supports a posi�ve working  

    rela�onship. 

• The MOU was discussed at a mee�ng with Craig, Bel Rivera (Head of the 

Charlestown Project), Adrian Ciano (Uni�ng Property Development), and repre-

senta�ves of the CHaGS steering commi�ee.   

2.  Visioning Workshop2.  Visioning Workshop2.  Visioning Workshop2.  Visioning Workshop 
When we met with Uni�ng in March, a Visioning Workshop was iden�fied as a way for-

ward, to be completed by Easter.  Owing to our current situa�on, it was decided that the 

most efficient way to conduct this was to have a number of CHaGS representa�ves speak 

to Uni�ng about our passions, vision and mission, keeping in mind the feedback from 

our Mission Planning last September.  This was held at an online mee�ng last week.   

This is a summary of what we told Uni�ng in an hour long presenta�on:   

• Children & Family work Children & Family work Children & Family work Children & Family work ----    Cathy BeetonCathy BeetonCathy BeetonCathy Beeton    

- Whitebridge Play Centre, well established, use of indoor/outdoor space 

- Holiday kids, connec�on with community 

- Messy church 

- Target appeal 

• Spiritual Prac�ces - Anne Threlfo 

- Regular and well established prayer groups 

- Food, Faith & Fellowship – faith stories 

- Uni�ng in Contempla�on – meets in sacred space, brings together people 

interested in learning about contempla�ve prac�ces. 

- Bible studies – 20/20 vision, studies of gospels 



- Spiritual Direc�on – 2 directors in training 

- The Gathering – book reading, extending boundaries of spirituality 

- Quiet days, sacred space, indoor/outdoor, labyrinth.  Retreat days for Uni�ng 

Pastoral Prac��oners. 

- Presence – contempla�ve worship 

• Fellowship Ac�vi�es - Sue Warren 

- Senior’s lunch – large numbers, catering facili�es needed, likelihood of 

growth at new site 

- Friendship Circle 

- Ladies fellowship – hos�ng events like rallies, catering, funerals 

- Women’s Café and Girls’ Night Out nights 

- Men’s Breakfast 

- A=er worship service fellowship 

- Community garden 

• Worship - Rev Tom Stuart 

- Sacred space, spirituality of place 

- Different worship services 

- Spirituality of beauty – sanctuary space 

• Whitebridge Wellness Centre – Rev Tom Stuart 

- Outside providers as well as from within congrega�on 

- Holis�c approach to wellness 

- Dynamic – ac�vi�es respond to community need and availability of  

      facilitators 

• Project Reconnect – Rev Tom Stuart 

- Secure space, technology, intranet 

Bel and Craig were very posi�ve about what they heard (“fell in love with the sales 

pitch!”), and saw synergies of mission between what we have to offer, and the nature 

of the new Uni�ng community.  

In feedback, they communicated that they had heard of our need for spaces which fa-

cilitate interac�on, of the need for a range of flexible spaces:  large and in�mate 

mee�ng spaces; of specialist spaces for catering, dining, and play; of connec�on to the 

outdoors; and both indoor and outdoor sacred spaces.  They recognised our need for 

storage and access to embedded technology.  We also affirmed that the mission of 

CHaGS and the programs which result from that mission in the future, will reflect the 

needs of the community at the �me, and the personnel available to facilitate those 

programs.  So flexibility in spaces is important.   

3. Next Steps3. Next Steps3. Next Steps3. Next Steps    
Bel will communicate with the architects to consider how our vision can be incorpo-

rated on the site.  She will come back to us at the end of April with ini�al space con-

cepts, which will form the basis of ongoing discussion.  

Thank you for your con�nuing prayers as we navigate our way into the future God has 

for his church. 

Please feel welcome to contact me if you have any ques�ons about this update, or any-

thing else. 

May God con�nue to richly bless our congrega�on and our community. 

Anne Threlfo 

Chairperson CHaGS Church Council 

Ph: 4953 1300             Mob: 0439 754 376 

Children & Family Worker’s Update 

 
Well we are now at the end of the school holidays, what a strange  
holidays it was, no children activities, movies, ten pin bowling the usual 
activities to keep kids busy but it was lovely to watch families out walking 
together, see photos of them playing board games & doing jigsaw  
puzzles. I hope they remember this time as a special time of family & not a 
time of fear & boredom.  
 
As you may have heard school will slowly resume over Term 2, how this 
will happen is still unclear but one thing I can tell you is that SRE will not 
return before term 3 & even that may be different. 
 
There has been an online SRE lesson plan developed but this can only be 
given to SRE children to be done at home & not in school, so we can only 
pray that families use this resource. 
 
I ask that you keep our SRE families & schools in your prayers over the 
next few weeks as they slowly return to school. 
 
I pray that you are all well & keeping yourself busy in whatever you can 
do. God Bless you & thank you for your concern for me & our children. 

 

         Cathy Beeton 


